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GSB Milestone Chart

Milestone Recommended Timeline Final Deadline

Completion of lab rotation End of Year 1 Before the qualifying exam

Research proposal submission End of Year 2 Before the qualifying exam

Completion of required courses End of Year 2 Before thesis defense

Passing the qualifying exam End of Year 2 End of Year 3

(Must first take exam before the end 

of Year 2, and must pass no later than 

the end of Year 3)

Progress report to the thesis 

committee

Years 3-5 Annually after passing qualifying 

exam

Poster competition at NTU 

College of Life Science 

(Annually held May each year)

End of Year 5 Before thesis defense

Thesis defense/Graduation End of Year 5 End of Year 7


